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(B) 1603- 1604

The political history of this pre-war period remains astonish-
ingly dominated by S. R. Gardiner and indeed by the so-called
history purveyed in the Grand Remonstrance; the occasional
dissentient tends to be concerned with defending the indefen-
sible, the policy of Charles I. The only attempt at an analytical
survey demolishes a fair number of erroneous suppositions
(Marxist, post-Marxist and anti-Marxist) but comes up with
essentially the same old story of party formation without ever
being able to demonstrate any real identity for the two opposing
camps which form the title of the book.311 Willson's James I is
the buffoon of tradition;312 despite the book's solidity and skill,
the less severe judgment, offered by Carter in a work which
contains much of relevance to English affairs, is probably
nearer the truth.313 That dim creature, bishop Goodman, has
found a biographer who, astonishingly, takes him seriously.314
Hulme's careful life of Eliot gathers in all that need be known,
though it is a good deal too drily sober to do justice to its
neurotic and effervescent subject.315 Hill's collection of
weighty articles contains, in particular, pieces on ethe Norman
yoke' (the legend of the Anglo-Saxons' free constitution which
has had a very long life) and on John Preston, puritan and
politician.316 A little life of Preston, short on technical scholarly
detail, compensates by showing real historical understanding;
it demonstrates how unrevolutionary and near to political
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